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time, the country experienced great chaos and frequent rebels, the same administra_
tive divisions of the Safavid period existed with very few changes. During the Qajar
period, the land of “Chaharmahal Bakhtiari” was known as the “Bakhtiari Land” and
as the fourth region. After the Persian Constitutional Revolution, with the legislation
of the laws of states and provinces in 1906, the status of Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari
Province in its present from was established. Since 1907, when the first law of the
administrative divisions of Iran was approved, until 1973, the present Chaharmahal
and Bakhtiari, was mostly known as a “governorate” and “governorate general” and
as a sovereign of Isfahan. The year 1973 is of particular importance in the process of
the changes in the administrative divisions of Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari because on
29 September 1973, with the approval of the delegation of ministers, the governorate

general of Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari turned into a province.

Key Terms

administrative divisions; province; district; Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari
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Process of the Changes in the Administrative Divisions of
Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari Province (from 2006)

Darab Zafariyan'

This paper aims to explain the process of the changes in the administrative divisions
in Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari Province (since 2006) relying on historical sources
and documents. Based on a number of historical proofs and archeological findings
in relation to ancient times, vast areas of Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari were initially
under the rule of the Elamite Empire (300 BC). Later, this region turned into the
summer residence of the Akaemenid, Arsacid, and Sassanid rulers. Upon the arrival
of Islam in Iran, the present Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari Province, similar to other
regions of Iran, was governed by caliphs. During this period, Lurresiding districts
(including the Bakhtiari region) covered vast areas of Jibal, Fars, and Khuzestan
Provinces. Following Iranians’ quest for independence in the third century (AH), this
region came under the sovereignty of Greater Lorestan (Lur_e_Bozorg) once again
with Izeh as its capital city. Between 550 AH and 827 AH, this area was governed
by the Atabegs of Greater Lorestan. After the rise of the Safavid Dynasty to power in
907 AH, given the changes in the various states and areas of Iran, two regions which
were separate from each other in terms of their political geography came into being:
“Chaharmahal” and “Bakhtiari”. The land of Chaharmahal was directly controlled
by Isfahan. However, since this time onwards, the word “Bakhtiari” has been used as
both the name of a tribe and the name of a geographical_political region, which has
continued its political life with a semi_independent feudal government. During the

reigns of Afsharid and Zand dynasties, considering the fact that, expect for a short

1. PhD candidate of History of Islam, Islamic Azad University, Najafabad Branch, d_zafariyan@yahoo.com
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Political_Economic Functions of Dez_Part Road in the Relationships
between the Safavid Government and Bakhtiari Tribe

Zahra Azarniush'

Dez_Part is one of the most important roads of Bakhtiari land and dates back to ancient
times. Due to strategic reasons, this road was of particular importance during the
Safavid era. In fact, in order to achieve their purposes, Safavid rulers repaired the
road, which had been damaged previously, and used it to their own advantage. A part
of Dez_Part was used during the reigns of Shah Abbas I and Shah Abbas II for political
and economic purposes. This paper discusses the purposes behind Safavid kings’
attention to this route with respect to political and economic benefits. These purposes
included the spread of the Shi’ite culture in Bakhtiari lands, keeping Bakhtiari rulers
under surveillance, conducting national trade between Bakhtiari lands and Isfahan (the
Safavid capital), and finally commuting for the purpose of transferring the water of
Kuhrang River to Isfahan through building a waterway in the mountain. Following a
descriptive_analytic method, this study was conducted through using library resources,

observing epigraphs, and examining documents on Safavid history.

Key Terms
Safavid; Dez_Part Road (axis of Gardaneh_ye Rokh); national trade; Karun River;

Bakhtiari people

1. MA in History, Lecturer at Payame Noor University, shahrekord Branch, anahita.azar@gmail.com
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Roles of Jahanbin Broadcasting Programs in Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari
Province in Strengthening Native and Local Identify

Leila Bayati' and Zahra Ardestani’

In this study, the authors examined the role of the radio and television programs
of Jahanbin Broadcasting in Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari Province in consolidating
its people’s native and local identify. This survey study was carried out following
a descriptive method, and the required data were collected using a researcher_made
questionnaire. The 674,190 participants consisted of all the above 15_year_old
people living in the nine counties of the province. Using the Cochran Formula, the
ideal sample size was determined, and the participants were divided into specific
samples based on the systematic cluster sampling method. SPSS 23 Software was
used to analyze the related descriptive and inferential statistical data. The findings
demonstrated that, with an increase in the use of the programs of this provincial
network, the users’ familiarity and satisfaction with their folk culture and specifics
features of their native_local identify increased. Moreover, it was found out that an
increase in the satisfaction with the networks’ performance in this regard was followed
by an increase in the participants’ interest in their native_local identify. Therefore, the
authors recommend the authorities of the Network to encourage the production of
appropriately absorbing and captivating programs so that audiences develop a greater
interest in their native_local culture.

Key Terms

native_local culture; Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari Province; Broadcasting Company;

Jahanbin Network

1. MA in sociology and Researcher at Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari Broadcasting (corresponding author),
bayatileilal11@yahoo.com
2. MA in General Psychology, zahraardestani@yahoo.com
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A Study of Iranian Traditional Disciplinary
Organizations among Bakhtiari People

Aghil Soltanpour’

Following a library method and through a thorough study of various books and papers
in the field of the history and culture of Bakhtiari people, the present paper aims to
identify and explore some of the Iranian traditional disciplinary acts of Bakhtiari tribe,
such as Xun bas (renouncing gore), blood and wood, oath, Xun and Kalat (blood
money), and atonement. Since the origin of such punishments is the structure and
conventions of the converged Bakhtiari society, and since the main foundations and
forms of this united society are as strong as they were before, it seems that the revival
and modification of each of such criminal punishments based on societal needs could

be a useful step towards attaining the goals of restorative justice.

Key Terms

Bakhtiari people; criminal punishment; mediation; blood money; Xun bas

1. MA in Criminal Law and Criminology, Islamic Azad University, Shahrekord Branch, soltanpouraghil@gmail.com
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Singers and Musicians among Lur and Bakhtiari People

Hassan Zolfaghari'

Music holds an important place in the cultures of various Iranian ethnic groups.
Therefore, studies in the field of folk culture and anthropology pay particular attention
to music. The folk music of Zagros people originates in the ancient culture of this
region and, especially, in the culture of Lur people, namely, Bakhtiari people. Bakhtiari
and Lur singers and musicians have kept their own cultural heritage alive until today
with the help of their dohols, other musical instruments, and nature in a vast area of
Middle Zagros. Their folk literature is rooted in their lifestyle, migrations, jobs, and
climate and is continually transferred from one generation to the other by art_loving
people. Bakhtiari singers transfer their local magams (melodies) and couplets by the
word of tongue relying on their memory and oral knowledge. The required data for
this study were collected, classified, and analyzed using the library and field methods
of research in relation to musical instruments, literature and poems, singers, different

types of celebration and mourning songs, epic poems, and ghazal.

Key Terms

music; singers; Lur and Bakhtiari people; oral literature; Middle Zagros

1. Associate Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Tarbiat Modares University,
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Traditional Architecture of the Qajar Period in Dezak Palace
(Dezak Castle, Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari Province)

Masumeh Taheri Dehkordi’

The architecture of the middle Qajar period improved the old principles and models
of Iranian architecture and presented a number of innovations in terms of space
formation. Although this style of architecture does not enjoy its previous glory, it
introduces some new architectural forms with a mixture of Iranian and European char-
acteristics. During the Qajar period, the houses of rich people were architecturally
modeled on European buildings. The design of Dezak mansion, as one of the distinct
buildings of the Qajar period, represents the original richness of Iranian architecture
from both functional and aesthetic aspects. The architecture of Dezak Palace has
also its own share of the cultural, social, historical, and artistic features of its time
and enjoys some noteworthy characteristics regarding its design, plan, and artistic
decorations. In spite of its value, this building has not be the focus of much research.
Hence, this study aimed to investigate the decorations of this mansion with respect
to their aesthetic elements. The most important decorations of Dezak palace include
brickwork, plaster molds, stuccowork, and aina_kari (putting small pieces of mirror
together in beautiful forms). The findings demonstrate that, in spite of the influence of
the western artistic_decorative elements and features, the decorations and architecture
of Dezak palace mainly follow the principles of (traditional) Iranian architecture. This
study was conducted following a descriptive_analytic method, and the required data
were collected using the library and field methods.

Key Terms

Qajar architecture; Qajar decorations; Dezak Castle; aestheticism

1. PhD in archeology, Bu_Ali Sina University, m.dehkordi2010@yahoo.com
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A Study of the Central Toranj Design in Baba Heydar’s Carpets
Faranak Kabiri', Azam Bohlul?, and Parivash Mohammadi®

Carpet weaving is an industrial art that initially emerged because of man’s material
need for a floor covering and later reached its peak of beauty through mixing with a
sense of aestheticism. Iran has always acted as a pioneer in this process of attaining
perfection. The characteristics of Iranian carpets have made these hand_woven products
known to the world as the symbol of the supreme artistic legacy of Iran. The variety of
the designs of Iranian carpets are as vast as the area of this art_loving and art_nurturing
country. Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari Province is not an exception in this regard and,
because of its particular geographical features, it enjoys desirable conditions for
carpet production. The carpets of this province enjoy great variety in terms of design,
and some of them contain geometrical patterns. A group of carpets with geometrical
patterns are woven in Baba Heydar region. Despite the great variety in the designs of
these carpets, few if any study has been conducted in order to introduce and explore
their features. Accordingly, the authors of this paper decided to locate some of the
existing samples, photograph them, and provide the necessary explanations regarding
their designs in order to record the most prominent designs and patterns of the carpets
woven in this region. The main purpose of choosing this topic was to identify and
examine the design of geometrical carpets with the toranj (medallion) pattern, which
are not much woven in Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari Province anymore. In this way,
they hope to be able to prevent the gradual forgetting of this style and pave the way
for developing a pictorial treasure of the carpets of the regions which do not normally
receive much attention. As a result, we will be able to protect micro_cultures and,
following them, our national culture more than ever before.

Key Terms: carpet; geometrical toranj; Baba Heydar; pattern and design

1. Faculty member at the Handicrafts Department of Art Faculty, Shahrekord University (corresponding author),
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A Study of the Decorations of Paired Columns of Qajar Castle_Palaces
in Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari Province

Hossein Ebrahimi Naghani' and Safoura Qasemi?

Castle_palaces of Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari Province are quite noteworthy in
terms of their architecture and decorations. Most of them have remained from the
Qajar period, and their architecture has been influenced by the Qajar visual culture.
Generally speaking, castle_palaces had no defensive functions and were constructed
on plains. In Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari Province, the architectural design and visual
culture of these structures mainly reflect the tribal and familial power of Bakhtiari
rulers and Khans. Paired columns, which have been examined comparatively based
on a descriptive_analytic method in this paper, are among the most significant visual
and architectural elements of these buildings. Based on the findings of this study,
the decorative patterns of these twin columns have been influenced by the visual
culture of the Qajar period, on the one hand, and the climatic features and specific
local characteristics of the visual culture of Bakhtiari people, on the other hand. It
is noteworthy that most of such artistic works can be observed in the architecture of
the castle_palaces constructed on stone materials, which demonstrates the effect of
regional and mountainous conditions of the location on their architecture. Moreover,
the addition of particular decorations and visual signs and symbols on stone materials

have immensely magnified the glory, magnificence, and power of these castle_palaces.

Key Terms

architectural decorations; paired columns; castle_palaces; Qajar; Bakhtiari

1. Faculty Member at the Art Faculty of Shahrekord University, hossein.ebrahiminaghani@gmail.com
2. BA in Handicrafts, Faculty of Art and Humanities, University of Farsan, Shahrekord, sghasemi48@yahoo.com



177 / Abstracts

Place and Role of Women in Consolidating the Family System

Abbas Ghanbari Odivi' and Elyas Ghadery”

Women or, more generally speaking, human beings are among the most supreme
creatures of Almighty God. One of the purposes behind the creation of women based
on Qur’anic verses and Islamic traditions is developing the process of the creation
of human beings and, at a lower level, granting perfection to the creation of men and
protecting the survival of human generation. This study was carried out to clarify the
nature, status, and place of women in creation, place of women in the Holy Qur’an
and hadith, Islam’s attention to women, the changes in the place of women in Iranian
culture in previous periods, women’s place in family and Iran’s legal system and,
finally, women’s functions in their various roles in society. The findings of this research
indicate that women complete the creation of human beings and their opposite sex or
men. Men and women have always held an equal place in Islam, and if there are
any differences, they pertain to their different roles and duties. Iranian women have
always received great respect since ancient times, and goddesses were considered
sacred in some cultures. In case women were ever the target of cruelty or misdeed,
it was imposed by foreign agents or cruel rulers who tried to force them to yield to
servitude. The role of women in life and family is greater than that of men. In the
convoluted road of life, women play different roles as daughters, wives, mothers,
etc. the most important of which is motherhood. This study was conducted following
the library method, and since the topic and content of this paper enjoy an Iranian_Is-
lamic nature, the authors have mainly benefitted from religious books and the related
sources, as well as the theories and ideas of scholars, theoreticians, and sociologists
who are well_versed in Islam and the norms of Iranian culture and families.

Key Terms

Islam; Iran; family; women; legal system; mother
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