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The Criteria for Open and Public Urban Spaces and their Role in Social
Interactions under the Influence of the Historical Texture of Cities
(Case Study: Imam Square in Urmia)

Maryam Rezamanesh'

The existence of public spaces plays an important role in attracting people to cities
and their residence there. This provides the opportunity for social interactions and
results in the creation of shared public memories. Such spaces carry the historical and
cultural legacy of society. Today, Iranian cities lack appropriate public spaces for the
realization and reinforcement of civil and social life. Generally speaking, urban public
spaces are usually formed under the influence of their adjacent structures and physical
environment. This paper is intended to analyze the effective elements and criteria in
the development of the dynamic open and public spaces of Imam square in the vicinity
of Urmia Bazar and the historical Jami Mosque of Urmia. In this study, the author has
benefitted from field studies and library documents following a descriptive_analytic
research method. In the present modern era, in which social interactions are losing
color day by day, it seems vitally important to explore such spaces in order to revive
the spirit of collective memories and establish social relationships.

Key Terms

urban space

public space

open space

social interactions

Imam square

Urmia

1.. MA in Architecture, Urmia University; rezamanesh.m@gmail.com
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TabarakOpen Site: Potential Proofs from the Paleolithic Period on the Dry
Streambed of Atrek River, Quchan Plain

Ali Sadraei,' Bahram Anani,” and Mir Ahmad Zavar Mousavi Niaki’

The eastern part of Iran, particularly Khorasan, is one of the most ambiguous regions
of this country in the archeology of the Paleolithic Period. In fact, very few findings
regarding the Lower Paleolithic Period are available to researchers. In the course of a
short visit of the streambed of Atrek River in the south end of Tabarak Dam in 2016,
the authors of this paper identified a small collection of stone hand tools including a
chopper core, a unifacial tool, a core_scraper, a side scraper, and some broken flakes.
The main purpose of this study was, firstly, to determine the relative chronology of
the above_mentioned hand tools through examining their morphology and, secondly,
relying on comparative studies of the same_period sites in Khorasan and Middle Asia,

explore the potential findings of the Lower Paleolithic Period in Quchan plain.

Key Terms
Khorasan, Lower Paleolithic Period, streambed of Atrek River, Quchan plain, stone

hand tools
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The Bazar of Savojbolagh Mokri as the Most Important
Commercial Center of Qajar Period in Northwest Iran
Hassan Karimian' and Esmaeil Salimi’

Savojbolagh Mokri (the present_day Mahabad) is one of the most important Kurdish-
inhabited regions in Iran which was a part of Kurdish Province in this land called
Makriyan for four centuries. The Bazar of Mahabad is one of the most prominent
historical urban spaces of the region. Based on available historical evidence, the Bazar
of Savojbolagh was built towards the end of the Safavid period and, later, turned into
the most important commercial center of the northeast of Iran during the Qajar period.
In the present paper, the authors investigate the process of the turning of this Bazar
into the commercial center of this region during the given period. In other words,
they have tried to provide a response to the following questions: what were the most
important factors underlying the growth and development of this Bazar, and what
were the reasons behind its turning into the commercial center of Iran in its region
in the Qajar era? It is assumed that some of the main reasons in this regard were the
particular spatial and connecting status of Mahabad among its neighboring regions,
such as North Iraq, Anatolia, Russia, and the interior of the plateau of Iran; its vicinity
to one of the side roads of the Silk Route, and its role as the bridge connecting Tabriz
and Baghdad. The findings of this study, which was conducted using the field and
library methods, demonstrate that, in addition to its specific connecting features, some
environmental and natural factors, including the forests of Sardasht and Baneh areas
and the cultivation of tobacco and animal husbandry in the rich pastures of this region,
played a significant role in choosing the Bazar of Mahabad as the commercial center
of the northwest of Iran during the Qajar period.

Key terms: Bazar, Savojbolagh Mokri, Northwest Iran, Qajar period, Mahabad
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Typology of Bakhtiari Ethnic Proverbs

Abbas Ghanbari Odivi! and Fatemeh Ghanbari Odivi?

As a genre of folk literature, proverbs have always attracted the attention of researchers
in the fields of sociology, psychology, and literature. Influenced by the culture and
nature of their specific region, Bakhtiari people, use several proverbs in their everyday
life, which is of great importance from the viewpoint of oral literature. In this paper,
through examining about 10000 texts including the proverbs which are used in the oral
culture and folk literature of Bakhtiari people, the author has provided a model called
the “Typology of Bakhtiari Ethnic Proverbs”. In line with the purpose of the study,
the researcher has employed the library method and field studies in order to collect
and classify the proverbs. After analyzing and comparing them, he has presented a
method regarding the typology of proverbs which can be used in the social studies of

Bakhtiari region.
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An Archeological Analysis of the Image on the
Coins of Local Persian Kings (Fratakra or Prtrk)

Mohammad Bahramzadeh,' Abutaleb Magassem,” and Moslem Rezaei >

The coins of the local kings of Persia are among the important tools used in the study
and reconstruction of the history of ancient Pars during the Seleucid and Arsacid
periods. The purpose of this study was to explore and identify the image engraved at
the back of some of the coins of the local kings of Pars using a descriptive_field method.
The coins which were examined in this research consisted of 20 coins which are now
preserved in Sepah Bank Museum. Ten of them belong to the periods of the first and
second groups of the local kings of Pars. The existing ambiguities regarding this image
have led researchers and archeologists to present different views in this respect. Given
the present archeological proofs, the findings of this study indicate that the main reason
behind depicting this image was its religious background. The same can be observed
regarding an image attributed to Ka’ba_ye Zartosht (the Ka’ba of Zoroaster) in Nags_e
Rostam. The engraving of this image on coins gradually underwent some changes,

which resulted in the decline of artistic subtlety in minting such coins.

Key Terms
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The Persian Language and its Functions in
Regional Convergence in the Iranian World
Bahram Amir Ahmadian'

Persian is the only important language of the Iranian family of languages and, at the
same time, one of the major and vastly spoken languages of the Islamic civilization
alongside Turkish and Arabic. Iranians, Afghans, Tajiks, and many of the people in
Samarkand and Bukhara in Uzbekistan and in some regions of the Caucasus, India,
Pakistan, Bahrain, and Iraq can communicate and socialize with each through Persian.
Accordingly, Persian plays two "trans_ ethnic” and "trans_ regional” roles, which
demonstrate its significance in today’s world. Presently, several creative literary
works are presented to the world in this language; moreover, Persian is the language
of science and facilitates access to scientific findings for many countries and ethnic
groups in the region. This language enjoys certain invaluable and functional potentials
with respect to the convergence of countries in the realm of Nowruz, which could be
employed as an efficient tool in the general diplomacy of the foreign policy of the
Islamic Republic of Iran. Here, following a descriptive method and employing some
field studies, the author has examined the quality of the spread and presence of Persian
in the above_mentioned geographical regions and provided some strategies for a more

influential presence at the world level.
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