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Caravanserais of the Network of the Silk Road in Iran in Travelogues

Seyyed Mohammad Beheshti'; Naser Takmil Homayoun® and Abdol Mahdi Hemmatpur®

Travelogues are one of the most important historical documents of Iran. Thetravelers,
who came to Iran with diverse political, economic, and religious purposes, viewed
this country from different angels. Following a descriptive_historical method, this
paper aims to study and explore the caravanserais on the Silk Road, which was a very
important ancient network of trade routes that connected the East and the West. Given
the residence of travelers in these roadside inns, their views of such places could be
of particular significance in historical studies of Iran. It seems that, in spite of their
accurate explanations and reports, the travelers made some mistakes in presenting the
data, which must be taken into consideration when using their travelogues as research

references and data sources.

Key Terms
Silk Road
caravanserais
Travelogue

Iran
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A Study of the Development of a Branch of Iranian Parthian
Dynasty in Armenia

Petros Vardanyan'

During the reign of Vologases I, Armenia turned into the main problem fueling the
competition between the Arscasid (Parthian) Dynasty and the Roman Empire. The
war between the two great powers over Armenia finally ended with the victory of
Parthians, and the brother of the Parthian King was crowned as the King of Armenia.
As a result, a branch of Parthian Dynasty was developed in this land. Following a
historical researchmethod, the present study was mainly intended to explore the process
of Iranian Parthians’ coming to power in Armenia and identify the determining factors
in this regard. The findings demonstrate that the Parthian branch in Armenia was
formed under the influence of some external factors, such as competitions between
Iran and Rome, and certain internal factors, such as the interestof Armenian aristocrats

and public in Parthians.

Key Terms
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Parthian Empire
Roman Empire
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An Analytic Review of the Inscriptions of Jameh
Mozaffari Mosque in Kermane

Farid Ahmadzadeh'; Hamid Norasi’ and Maryam Honardan®

Jameh Mozaffari Mosque of Kerman is one of the architectural masterpieces of the
8th century (AH). However, in spite of the variety of its decorative inscriptions during
the various Islamic periods, it has never been the focus of a comprehensive research.
Therefore, following a descriptive_analytic_historical approach and benefitting from
historical documents and field observations, the present study was conducted to
identify, investigate, and analyze the contents and dates of these inscriptions. The
findings indicate that the inscriptions of this mosque are mainly on religious themes.
In addition to the inscriptions of the Muzaffarid period, some more were added to
the Jameh Mozaffari Mosque of Kerman during the Safavid, Qajar, Pahlavai, and
more recent periods. Thuluth and Banna’i or M’aqali scripts have been mainly used in
decorating the inscriptions. Moreover, it seems that the political and social conditions
of each period have played significant roles in choosing specific Qur’anic verses for

the writing of inscriptions.

Key Terms: Jameh Mozaffari Mosque of Kerman; inscription; Qur’anic inscriptions;

decorative images and designs; Kerman; al_Mozzafar
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From Mujkan Gate in Hulwan to Sarmaj Castle in Hersin
(Etymology of the word “Maj” and a Suggestion for the Appellation of Two
Ancient Toponyms in the West of Iran)

Iraj Rezaie'

Relying on historical_descriptive and field methods, the present study examines the
concept and roots of the word “maj” in two ancient toponyms in the west of Iran
in Kermanshah province. Sarmaj is the name of a village in Hersin County near
Behistun. In spite of its great archeological and historical significance, the etymology
of the name of this village is not clear. Apparently, the Arabicized word “maj” in the
early Islamic texts, which still exists in the Kurdish language as mazh (m»73),is rooted
in terms “maghu’ and “magu’ in ancient Avestan and Parsi languages. This word later
appeared as “mogh” and “majus” in Persian and Arabic, respectively. Based on some
morphological and historical proofs, the author believes that the name of this village
and the name of the ancient gate or neighborhood of Majkan in the historical town
of Hulwan (the present sarpol_e Zahab) were used during the early Islamic period by
those who had newly converted to Islam to refer to the advocates of earlier religions

(Zoroastrianism or Mithraism) and their residing areas.

Key Terms
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Zoroastrians’ Temple in the World Heritage Site in Iran:
A Glance at Yazd Atash Behram

Mas’ud Hajizadeh Meimandi'; Hadi Negahbani® and Nasrin Khorramnejad®

As one of the ancient and wellreputed cities of Iran, Yazd possesses numerous
material and spiritual treasures. Since long ago, this city has been knownas the city of
patient people, house of worship, and the city of qanats (underground channels),qunut
(asupplication type of prayer made when standing in Islam), and qana’at (contentment).
It was recognized as a World Heritage Site in Iran in 2018. The Zoroastrians of Yazd
are among the early inhabitants of this land; they have lived there for several centuries
and preserved many of their ancient customs and traditions until the present day. The
purpose of this paper is to introduce one of the very important and respectable temples
of Iranian Zoroastrians,called Yazd AtashBehram, as a noteworthy Iranian cultural and
civilizational heritage. This study, which was conducted following the documentary
and library methods as well as field method (through conducting interviews with local

informants), introduces the architecture, background, and functions of this fire temple.
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History of Sufism in the Mongol Period in Iran

Zikrullah Mohammadi' and Mohsen Soltani®

Mongols’invasionof Iran resulted in the spread of insecurity, destruction of
civilizational infrastructures, and extreme governmental and administrative flaws as
inevitable outcomes of the fall of the caliphate. During this historical period, Sufism,on
the one hand, managed to turn into a religious authority for the public to escape the
existing social pressures. On the other hand, it became a shelter for the cultural €lite in
remote places. Some of the factors that persuaded the public to turn to Sufism included
the simple life of its representatives, their abiding by and resorting to religious laws
and promoting and following them, and complying with government regulations.
This trend was welcomed by people and some rulers for two reasons: Sufism granted
legitimacy to the structure of dominant power in society and decreased people’s
suffering from social calamities. The interest of local rulers and authorities in Sufism
played a role in the construction and financial support of Khanqgahs (a building for
gatherings of a Sufi brotherhood). The rise of this order, alongside its positive spiritual
effects, caused some harms as well. It resulted in the escalation of determinism more
than ever before. Moreover, the dissemination of Sufism among the public led to its
banality, frailty, and decline during later centuries. Following a historical method, this
paper investigates the process of spread of Sufism in Iran.

Key Terms: Sufism; Sufis; Mongol invasion; fall of the caliphate
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