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Iranian Cultural Identity; As Narrated by
the Ethnographic Museum
Minoo Salimi '

Abstract

Iranian culture is an enduring and sustainable culture and the main factors behind this endurance are three
characteristics: flexibility, cultural interaction, and ultimately, cultural identity. These factors have contributed
to the national cohesion of Iranians despite the diversity and plurality present in today's society. The museum
is a mirror of a society's self_awareness and the dynamism of its culture over time and through the passage of
historical events. The ceremonial character of the museum is accompanied by the reflection of the culture and
civilization of a land over time. Therefore, the most prominent museums in the world can be found in lands
that have placed great value on the knowledge of culture and the self_awareness that emerges from it, and
consider the position of the museum to be very important in educating and increasing people's self_awareness
about their history, civilization, culture, identity, and homeland. Ethnographic museums in Iran, are meaning_
ful places for presenting and displaying the Cultural Identity of Iran, which operate in a symbolic manner. The
present article, adopting the method of oral history and in_depth interviews, and analyzing the themes of the
findings, attempts to achieve an understanding of the role of ethnographic museums in shaping the cultural
identity of Iran. The findings obtained are presented in the form of several major concepts, such as ethnograph_
ic museum as: A space for recalling Iranian culture; Diversity, authenticity, and endurance of Iranian cultural
characteristics; The museum of Iranian culture, the museum of Iranian life; A historical and cultural institution;
The flow of life, a texture_oriented arrangement; A center for anthropological research on Iran; The cultural
elevation of Iranian society; And the main theme emerging is ethnographic Museum: A space for identity
formation and shaping the cultural identity of Iran. These concepts show that the Ethnographic Museum plays
an undeniable role in displaying the cultural identity of Iranian society, and it leads to the production and rep-
resentation of national identity, increased historical awareness, and the intensification of a sense of ethnic and
national belonging among Iranians.

keywords: Historical awareness, Iranian Culture, Forgetfulness, Ethnographic Museum, Cultural Identity.
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The Saljukid Fovernment's Role in the Economic Prosperity of
the Kerman Province's Cities in the 5th and 6th Centuries AH
Najmeh Malekpour'

Abstract

The Saljukid period is one of the most prominent eras in Iranian urban and economic history; as the forma_
tion of the economic foundations and urbanization of the contemporary age goes back to this fundamental
and foundational experience in the sociopolitical history of Iran. Saljukids’ nomadic lifestyle resulted in
a change in land use and social organization in areas under their control and created new land ownership
systems. Gradually, with the establishment of security in communication routes, trade flourished, and sub-
sequently population centers were formed, and cities and provinces grew and prospered because of good
economic conditions. This article studies and analyzes how the Saljukids’ rule played a role in the economic
growth of the Kerman province of 5th and 6th century AH, through utilizing the descriptive_analytic meth_
od. The findings of the research show that a chain of factors such as the extent of the territory of the Saljukids
of Kerman, having two capitals, diverse climate, its dominance on Kerman_Baluchestan communication
roads, and the prosperity of the south-north trade route in this period resulted in a different economic and
urban development trend for Iran’s southern provinces. Many cities and provinces saw significant economic
growth subsequently new population centers were created and thus the Saljukid rulers attended to adminis_
trative divisions and bureaucratic systems more carefully.

Keywords: Kerman, Saljukid Rule, States, Economy, Trade.

)
” " ‘ 1. Ph.D. in the history of Iran in the Islamic period, researcher of the Iranology Studies Department of the Iranology Foundation.
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Analysis of the Spatial Structure of Mehri Shrines (Mithraism) in Ancient Iran
Based on Archaeological Studies
Moslem Rezaei' , Hamidreza Aryanfar >

Abstract

Mehr worship is one of the ancient Iranian rituals, whose history, based on the available documents
and information, dates to at least the 4th millennium BC. M. Researchers believe that groups of Aryan
tribes introduced this ritual was to Iran and then spread it. However, there are signs of its very ancient
and indigenous history. The influence of Mehrism or in other word, Mehrism was such that some be_
liefs and customs of Mehrism gradually entered Zoroastrianism with the advent of Zoroastrianism; As
in several inscriptions from the Achaemenid era, "Ahuramazda, Mehr and Nahid" have been sworn.
Due to the spread of this ritual in different parts of the Iranian plateau and even in Europe, many of its
manifestations are still available and can be studied. Therefore, the main question of this article is that
how many types of architecture the spatial structure of Mehri (Mithraism) shrines has? The purpose
of this research is to investigate and document 14 Mehri shrines in the geographical boundaries of
ancient Iran. The current research is based on the historical research method, based on library and
field (archaeological) study. The results of the research show that Mehri shrines were built with rocky
and underground spatial structure, next to rivers, springs, with cradle arches and, were decorated with
star motifs, small openings in the roof and with simple decorations.

Keywords: Ancient Iran, Mehri, Rock, Underground, Archaeological Evidence.

1. PhD Student, Department of Archeology, Science and Research Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran (Corresponding
Author).

2. Assistant Professor, Iranian History, Culture and Civilization Research Group, Iranology Foundation, Tehran, Iran.
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The Position and Place of Dalal and Dalali in the Qajar Period
Zohreh Shirinakhsh !

Abstract

Knowing the bazaar and its various aspects can be considered as a very important field in the studies
of humanities and social sciences, including Iranology. One of the important aspects of studies in this
field is the economic organization and trading system of the bazaar, where different professions and
jobs were established and operated in the production, distribution, and service networks of the bazaar.
Dalalan are among the active groups in this organization that play an important role in the intermedi-
ary operation of distributing goods and services. Thise research, considering the history of the long-
term presence of Dalalan in the markets of Iran and considering the existence of negative ideas about
them at the present time, It is trying to explain and evaluate occupational and social characteristics
from a historical point of view and, accordingly, explore the roots of such ideas. Therefore, the main
question of the article is aimed at analyzing the presence and economic status of Dalalan in the market
distribution system and the social and cultural coordinates of this stratum in the Qajar period. The
methodological approach of this research is qualitative, and based on this, the data has been collected
using the library_document method. The findings of the article show that despite the fact that Dalalan
are far from groups such as traders in terms of status and job base; Among the effective factors in the
economic structure of the market, they have been active in various branches of trade. Also, their repu-
tation for bad moral and social traits is not a new phenomenon and has a historical record. In addition,
this fame can be considered as a result of their job performance.

Keywords: Qajar, Bazar, Dalali, Dalal, Tax, Social Base.

1. Assistant Professor, Department of Art and Literature of Iran, Iranology Foundation, Tehran, Iran.
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Iranology and Iran's Foreign Policy; Capacities
and Fields of Interaction
Seyed Jalal Dehghani Firooz Abadi' , Reza Zabihi®

Abstract

In recent decades, "Iranology" has been proposed as an independent science in academic circles in
Iran and around the world. Moreover, after the Islamic revolution, an institution with this title was
established in 1997 to advance the goals related to Iranology. All the while, the synergy of "Iranol-
ogy" with other sciences is one of the most important concerns regarding this field of study. In the
meantime, "Foreign policy", as a branch of the relatively nascent science of International relations, is
considered an important aspects of the science of "Politics", whose synergy with Iranology can lead
to fruitful results. Based on this, the main question will be raised, how Iranology (as knowledge or the
foundation of Iranology) and Foreign policy can mutually improve the levels of official diplomacy
and public diplomacy of the country. The research method in this article is descriptive_analytical, and
to collect data and information, library and internet sources have been used. Based on the findings of
this research, Iranian studies and Foreign policy can improve the levels of official diplomacy and pub_
lic diplomacy of the country through three concepts, which are: The concept of "Iranology in Foreign
policy", with its efforts to solve cognitive difficulties; The concept of "Iranology for Foreign policy"
through actions that include facilitating, deepening, and developing various types of diplomacy; and
the concept of "Foreign policy for Iranology" through measures such as introducing and supporting
the "Iranology Foundation" in the international arena.

Keywords: Iranology, Foreign policy, Iranology Foundation, Public Diplomacy, Official Diplomacy.

1. Professor of the Department of International Relations, Faculty of Law and Political Sciences, Allameh Tabataba’i University,
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The Analysis of How Identity is Represented in the Discourse of
the Western Iranian Study Foundations and Centers
Amir Rezaeipanah'

Abstract

In an overview, eight discourses and currents can be identified across European and American Iranian
studies foundations and centers: archacological_historical, encyclopedia_writing, Linguistics and Persian
literature, cultural_artistic, Iranian scientific and academic studies, social, political, and Islamist_phil-
osophical. Each of these discourses and currents is divided into different schools, sub_discourses, and
sub_currents and represented by some foundations and centers. This interdisciplinary article aims to
represent and analyze the semiotic system, articulation system, and the identity logic of the discursive
environment in prominent western Iranian studies foundations and centers. The focal question is in-
vestigating and identifying the concepts and signs that articulate and represent the identity logic of the
Western Iranian studies foundations and centers. The focus is on the identity articulation in the system
and the discursive logic. The research methodology is based on Essex school’s Semiology (Ernesto
Laclau and Chantal Mouffe), and corpus_based method. Therefore, first, the output of the centers and
foundations, which has an identity_based nature, is extracted through a significant corpus framework;
then, their chain of signifiers, signified, and referents is analyzed. Finally, the identity logic is explained
by positive in_group and negative out_group representation framework. According to the findings, most
of the foundations and centers have a confrontational stance towards the Islamic Revolution and the Is_
lamic Republic. This other_making is associated with foregrounding ancient Iran and Western democracy
in the identity logic, metaphorical environment, and articulation system and varies in a spectrum from
agonism to antagonism. The Islamic republic, generally, is not in the foundations and institutions’ chain
and logic of equivalence, but rather in their chain and logic of difference.

Keywords: Identity, Discourse Analysis, Semiology, Iranian Studies Discourses, the Western Iranian

Studies Foundations and Centers.
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