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1. Representation: Cultural Representations and Signifying Practices (Culture, Media and Identi-
ties series), edited by Stuart Hall

2. reflective

3. Intentional

4. Constructionist
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1. Stereotype
2. Naturalizing
3. Agenda Setting
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“Iran” and “Iranian” in Safavid Culture and Poetry

Nasrin Faqih Malek Marzban

Abstract

The poets and writers of the Safavid period, both those who are related to the court and those who are engaged
in writing and reading outside the court system, addressed it with a new perception of Iranian identity. The
indicators that they have in their writings directly and indirectly refer to Iran and Iranian concepts and explain
their beliefs in this matter. In this research, the poetic texts of more than ten poets of this period were carefully
studied and all the parts related to the concepts of Iran and Iranian identity were extracted and studied with the
method of content analysis. The components that indicate Iranian identity are not necessarily the direct word
“Iran”, but other indicators of beliefs and traditions and confrontations with non_Iranians determine this iden_
tity. Stuart Hall’s theory of representation is helpful in reading and interpreting cultural signs and reasoning
and drawing conclusions. Especially stereotyping is effective in conveying this opinion. However, sometimes
some points come only from the texts of this body of research, which can be checked by their induction and
paying attention to the social history of Iran. As a result of the studies, the most frequent related concepts can
be considered as “pride and boasting of ancient Iran”, “Iran and being Iranian in comparison with the race,
identity and power of other countries”, “Iran’s sadness and destruction” and “Iran and Iranian power””. In addi_
tion to the explicit mention of Iran’s name, components such as Shiite beliefs, serious and meaningful attention
to the ancient powers of Iranians in government and traditionalism show the renewal of Iranian identity.

Keywords: Safavid Era, Iran and Iranians, Poetry, Stuart Hall, Identity.
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Linguistic_Cultural Structure of Apology Discourse in Ferdowsi’s
Shahnameh (A Case Study of Five Apology Discourses)
Ashraf Seraj'

Abstract

Language and culture are intricately interconnected, with language serving as a crucial tool for transmitting
culture. Culture encompasses various components, some of which manifest through interactions with others.
Conflicts in such interactions sometimes necessitate apologies to continue the relationship. In apologizing,
an individual, with an awareness of their cultural knowledge, utters words that aim to gain the recipient’s ap-
proval. Therefore, studying apology discourses can reveal the underlying cultural layers present in language.
One significant Persian text rich in cultural and social information is Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh, where cultural
issues are conveyed through the speeches of characters and narratives. The primary issue addressed in this
study is how Ferdowsi employs strategies for articulating the apology discourse of his characters, consid-
ering the situational context and circumstances. Additionally, what cultural and social information is con_
veyed through the textual arrangement of apology discourse? To explore this, five apology discourses from
the Shahnameh were purposefully selected, and their textual structure was analyzed qualitatively using the
methods of Raqiya Hassan (1985 and 1989) and Sasani & Yazdani (2013) in step segmentation. The study’s
findings indicate that the apology discourse in the Shahnameh has a distinctive structure, which shows vari-
ations based on the context and status of individuals, as well as the significance of the issue at hand.
Keywords:Iranian Studies, Cultural Identity, Apology, Shahnameh of Ferdowsi, Textual Arrangement, Sit-

uational Context.
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The process of personal and social health education in Iran
A case study: from the actions of Mirza Taghi Khan Amirkabir to
the establishment of the Health Corps
Elham Malekzadeh'

Abstract

From a long time ago, personal hygiene and cleanliness were the rules and duties of the Shari’ah
that the believers were obliged to implement during worship. In modern times, the discoveries and
advances of various sciences have changed personal and social health and supervision and turned it
into a science related to modern medicine, which was separated from religious laws and duties and
found a social aspect. The trend of personal and social health from the era of Amir Kabir to the forma-
tion of the Health Corps is the article’s main question, which is determined by descriptive_analytical
determination. The research method is a library using archival documents. The result indicates that
Iranians’ understanding of Western science and after that Amir Kabir changed the concept of personal
and social health. Over time, compliance with health principles became a common habit and culture.
A process that was slow during Reza Shah’s era and after the Second World War, it was affected by the
implementation of various advertising programs such as health publications, the inclusion of health
concepts in educational programs, and the use of new media tools for making and showing films,
mostly with principles and types of products. Personal and public health became familiar. The process
gained more momentum with the formation of the Health Corps in 1343.

Keywords: Personal Health, Social Health, Mirza Taqi Khan Amirkabir, Health Corps, Qajar period,
Pahlavi Period.
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Ontological and Epistemological Problems of Historiography

of Islamic Revolution in Iran

Alireza Mollaiy Tavany '

Abstract

The Islamic revolution, like all revolutions, is a multi_layered, multi_faceted and very complex phe-
nomenon, and its historiography, due to the role of religion and religious leaders, as well as the differ—
ent slogans, ideals and processes it has gone through, is other revolutions are more difficult and con-
troversial. According to the author, the difficulties and complications of historiography of the Islamic
Revolution divides into four categories: ontology, epistemology, methodology, and source ology. This
article only deals with some of the ontological and historical epistemological difficulties of the revo_
lution and leaves the methodological and source_related issues of the revolution to another research.
Therefore, the main question is what are the most significant ontological problems and epistemolog-
ical complications of the history of the Islamic Revolution? The article shows the most important
ontological and epistemological issues of the history of the revolution with a descriptive_analytical
method and based on the macro_historical approach that has replaced the micro-historical approaches
here. Finally, the article concludes that the Islamic revolution, like all revolutions, due to the rupture,
tension and severe confrontation it created in the socio_political life of Iranians, has reached a pole.
The divisions, the divisiveness of the elites and the society, socio_economic challenges, the conflict
of narratives and finally led to an irreconcilable historiography in Iran. Since the Islamic revolution is
still a living stream and an ongoing process, it still follows the entanglement of power and truth in the
field of history writing, and leads to heterogeneous readings of the history of the revolution, the ideals
of the revolution, and the war of narratives. It results in a post_revolution and causes the complications
and difficulties of writing the history of the revolution to continue.

Keywords: Ontology of the Revolution, Historical Epistemology of the Revolution, Heterogeneous

and Multipolar History, Irreconcilable Historiography.
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The Relationship between Visual and Religious Identity in Muharram
Mourning Rituals(A Case Study of Alam_bardari and Nakhl_gardani)
Mahmoud Torabi Aghdam', Ali Asghar Fahimifar >

Abstract

Iranian identity is manifested in various Iranian traditions, including religious traditions, an important
example of which is Muharram mourning rituals. To examine how the visual identity of these rituals
corresponds to their religious identity, this article explores this relationship in two such rituals: alam_
bardari (“banner bearing”) and nakhl_gardani (“palm tree bearing”). To that end, this descriptive_ana_
lytical study matches the visual elements of the two rituals with either of the five aspects of religious
identity, namely the emotional, doctrinal, ritualistic, epistemological, and consequential. It finds that
the visual language of the elements, symbols, and visual structures used in the alam and nakhl — the
eponymous structures carried in the rituals — is primarily doctrinal and epistemological when viewed
in isolation. However, when these structures appear in the presence of mourners during the rituals,
they come to represent the emotional and consequential aspects. In other words, the latter two aspects
are not inherently evident in the alam and nakhl but rather manifest during the rituals.

Keywords: Muharram, Visual Identity, Religious Identity, Alam_bardari, Nakhl_gardani, Mourning

Ritual.
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Iranian Culture in Cyberspace: An Analysis based on AI and Hofstede Model
Atoosa Rostambeik Tafreshi '

Abstract

This research is focused on two important subjects in human sciences. One is culture which is as old as
human’s social life, and the other is artificial intelligence (Al), a prominent contemporary topic. It aims
to analyze how Iranian culture is represented in cyberspace, and introduces cultural metaphor for Iranians
based on the data obtained using Al To do so, cultural linguistics (Sharifian, 2017), and 6 imensions Hof_
stede model (2010) are used as theoretical bases. Al accesses big data comprising Persian and English
texts related to Iranian culture in cyberspace to identify cultural metaphors. Identifying Iranian cultural
metaphor, using Al and big data, as well as the analysis framework, are the innovations of this research.
To uncover the cultural metaphor, 5 prompts in Persian and English are used to communicate with Al
namely Chat GPT4, Gemini, and Claud 2. Based on the analyzing and comparing the data obtained,
Persian carpet, Taarof, and Saadi’s poem “The Children of Adam” can be considered the most prominent
Iranian cultural metaphors. Analyzing these metaphors through the lens of the Hofstede model reveals
that Iranian culture emphasizes power distance, collectivism, and long term orientation.

Keywords:Iranian Culture, Cultural linguistics, Al, Cultural Metaphor, Hofstede Model.
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