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The Role of Artistic_ritualistic Gifts Exchange in the Consolidation and Continuity of
Socio_cultural Values of Iranians

(Case Study: Exchange of Gifts in Celebration and Mourning Rituals in Abyaneh)

Somayeh Kazemi', Behrouz Roustakhiz’

Abstract

Giftgiving is one of the most common practices in most local cultures and communities of Iran. The process
of exchanging gifts in different situations and occasions has increased the significance of those situations and
occasions for Iranians. Moreover, it has also contributed to the continuity of those situations and occasions
and, in general, the stability of the elements and symbols of Iranian culture over time. Reflecting on the sta_
tus of gifts in diverse Iranian cultures and the “things” exchanged as gifts offers insights into the consolida_
tion of Iranian local communities and the continuation of their social and cultural values. For this reason, the
present article first examines the category of gifts in Iranian culture using the library method. It then surveys
the process of artistic_ritualistic gift exchange in Abyaneh village in Natanz County of Isfahan Province, lo-
cated in central Iran. The second part of the research employs an in_depth anthropological approach, utilizing
ethnographic research techniques such as observation, participant observation, and interviews. Specifically,
this research studies the process of gift exchange in celebration and mourning rituals, emphasizing two
important ceremonies: weddings and Nakhlgardani.This study seeks to answer these questions: What is the
role of gift exchange in the value system of Iranian society and culture, especially in Abyaneh society? And
what is the relationship between the ritual context of gift exchange and the artistic characteristics of the gifts
exchanged in the two mentioned rituals? The results of this research show that the design of the exchanged
art objects represents the religious values of the givers and receivers, and their exchange is, in fact, an ex-
change of values that induces security and power in society. The exchange of these objects within rituals
facilitates the continuation of lineage and social responsibility through the perpetuation of the gift chain. In
fact, gift exchange brings cultural values into circulation and keeps them alive. When gift exchange occurs
in contexts focused on specific cultural values, such as rites of passage and religious or national rituals, and
becomes part of the structure of these rituals, a larger segment of society participates in the exchange cycle,
providing greater momentum for reproducing society and its values.

Keywords: Gift exchange, Artistic_ritualistic gifts, Cultural continuity, Abyaneh’s people culture,
Nakhlgardani, Wedding.

1. PhD in Art Research, Art Research Department, Faculty of Art, Alzahra University, Tehran, Iran

2. Assistant Professor of Anthropology, Allameh Tabataba’i University, Tehran, Iran (Corresponding Author).
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Amir Arslan’s Legendary Capabilities for Designing a Hero Character in Iranian
Comics and Animation

Seyede Razieh Yasini', Reyhaneh Eghbali®

Abstract

This article examines the literary and narrative potential of a Persian folk legend for designing the
hero character in comic strips and Iranian animation. It posits that the hero in the legend of Amir
Arslan Namdar holds the potential to inspire the creation of an Iranian hero character for comic and
animation products. The adaptation of translatable visual elements from this folk tale and the design
of a national hero character based on it are well_suited for Iranian animation, given the tale’s portray_
al of Iranian culture and history during the Qajar era and its fantastical genre. Moreover, utilizing
Iranian folk literature to create an Iranian hero character in animation can familiarize audiences with
the national culture reflected in Persian folk tales. The article seeks to answer how the analysis of the
hero character and the cycle of the hero’s journey in the legend of Amir Arslan Namdar can contribute
to designing an appropriate hero character for Iranian comics and animation. The research adopts a
purposive sampling method, employing narrative analysis and the semiotics of the hero character,
based on Vladimir Propp’s and Joseph Campbell’s theories, and incorporates Christopher Vogler’s
model. The findings indicate that this legend can serve as an adaptable literary source for creating the
hero character in Iranian comic strips and animation, as it effectively embodies heroic attributes and
follows the cycle of the hero’s journey.

Keywords: Iranian Animation, Folk Tales, Hero Character Design, Amir Arslan legend, Campbell,
Propp, Vogler.

1. Associate Professor of Art Research, Culture, Art and Communication Research Institute, Tehran, Iran (Corresponding
Author).
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Reflections on the Philosophy of Science in Iranology

Mansour Tarafdari’

Abstract

The philosophy of science emerges as an inevitable necessity following the formation of any scientif-
ic discipline. It addresses important issues such as analyzing the nature of that science, appropriate
methods for generating reliable and efficient knowledge, distinguishing pseudoscience from scientific
knowledge, and critically examining the work of scientists in that field. With the establishment of
Iranology, aimed at introducing Iranian culture and civilization to the world and organizing studies in
the field, these philosophical questions became pertinent to this scientific discipline as well. Accord_
ingly, the present article seeks to address the main research question: What constitutes the philosophy
of science in Iranology? Using a descriptive_analytical method, practical experiences in the field,
and relevant sources and studies in the philosophy of science and Iranology, the article examines this
issue. After defining the philosophy of science in Iranology, the paper also explores related topics.
The findings indicate that achieving discourse and research aligned with the criteria of the philosophy
of science in Iranology necessitates addressing issues such as causality, objectivity and subjectivity,
and methodology.

Keywords: Iranology, Philosophy of Iranology, Philosophy of Science in Iranology.

1. Associate Professor, Department of Iranology, Faculty of Humanities, Meybod University, Meybod, Iran
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Analyzing the Interaction between Iranology and Iranian Archaeology Discourses

Hamid Afshar’

Abstract

The political and social changes of the late Qajar period, along with the influential arrival of Western
orientalists and antiquarians, created the conditions in which, for the first time in their long history,
Iranians made Iran an object of knowledge. Iranian intellectuals, seeking to gain insights into Europe-
an intellectual movements and alongside Western orientalism and Iranology, which led to the discov-
ery of Iran’s historical background and ancient artifacts and the glory of Iran’s past, realized the need
to re_understand and redefine themselves. Based on this realization, the discourse of Iranology was
formed. At the same time, the pfit_driven goals of Western orientalists and antiquarians, coupled with
the ignorance of the Qajar kings, shaped the discourse of Iranian archaeology. Thus, the discourses of
Iranology and archaeology emerged closely connected and simultaneously. This study, using a gene_
alogical method, has analyzed the zero_degree emergence point of these discourses to identify their
significant signifiers and explore how they influence each other, providing a comprehensive under_
standing of the theoretical foundations, concepts, and common links between the two discourses. The
result of evaluating the influential propositions in these two discourses is that a series of Iranological
investigations led to a new construction of the national identity of Iranians, in accordance with their
proud historical past, while archaeological investigations provided tangible data for this narrative,
making the theory governing society more visible.

Keywords: Iranology, Archacology, Archaeological Nationalism, Racism, Discourse Genealogy

1. Assistant Professor, Department of Iranology, Iranology Foundation, Tehran, Iran.
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The Continuity of the Patrimonial Bureaucratic System of the Safavids in the Era
of Aqa Mohammad Khan and Fath Ali Shah Qajar in Iran

Hamzeh Hoseini'

Abstract

The extensive and complex bureaucratic system established by the Safavid dynasty represents one of
the most significant achievements of this government. Since the Safavids reformed the bureaucratic
system of Iran and laid the foundation for a new structure, this institution continued to be employed
in subsequent governments following the Safavid era. This article employs a descriptive_analyti-
cal methodology to address the question of how the administrative and bureaucratic system of the
Safavids persisted and transformed during the reigns of Aqa Mohammad Khan and Fath Ali Shah
Qajar. The findings of this study indicate that the bureaucratic system of the Safavids experienced
both continuity and transformation during the Qajar period. While its use was limited during Aqa
Mohammad Khan’s rule, the bureaucratic institution of the Safavids was extensively adapted and
implemented during Fath Ali Shah’s reign. During this period, due to Iran’s interaction with Western
civilization, reforms and transformations emerged within the bureaucratic system. However, due to
the patrimonial characteristics of Iran’s bureaucratic system, these reforms did not lead to significant
changes. Consequently, the bureaucratic and administrative system of Iran continued to be managed
and operated based on the functions derived from the Safavid bureaucratic model until the onset of
the Constitutional Revolution.

Keywords: Safavid, Qajar, Bureaucracy, Patrimonial, Ministry.
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of the Moment of Extinction Regarding the Fall The Approach and Attitude of Historians
of the Safavid Dynasty and Nader’s Rule

Ali Salarishadi’

Abstract

At the time of the fall of the Safavid dynasty, historians such as Hazin Lahiji, Mirza Mohammad
Khalil Marashi, Mirza Sultan Hashem, and Abul Hassan Qazvini wrote works focusing on the end
of the Safavid dynasty, the domination of the Afghans, the rise of Nader Shah, and the issues related
to Safavid supporters. A commonality among these historians, aside from their temporal overlap and
migration to India, is their pro_Safavid sentiment, opposition to the Afghans and Nader, and their
their emphasis on and even promotion of Safavid support. These historians have often, selectively,
expressed their dissatisfaction with the fall of the Safavid dynasty and its aftermath. However, some
of their accounts regarding the period of the dynasty’s collapse and its consequences differ from
the historical facts. This study seeks to answer the fundamental question of how the claims of these
historians—such as the existence of a strong pro_Safavid movement, notable reports about Shah Tah_
masb II, accounts of Nader’s decline, and other reasons—align with the actual facts. This research
is based on library methods and employs a descriptive_analytical approach, combined with critique
and comparison. The findings indicate that these historians, by overlooking facts, often express their
idealized wishes, though they differ from one another due to their varying perspectives. In this con-
text, Marashi and Mirza Sultan Hashem emphasize the tangible presence of the Marashi movement,
Qazvini stresses the importance of other princes who claimed descent from the Safavids, and Hazin

Lahiji insists on his own role.

Keywords: Safavid Fall, Historians, Nader, Hazin Lahiji, Mirza Mohammad Khalil Marashi, Abul
Hassan Qazvini.
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