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A Comparative Study of the Governance of Shiite Scholars;
With Emphasis on the Governments of the Safavid and Qajar Eras

Nayere Dalir' , Parisa Qassemi’

Abstract

The position of Shiite scholars changed in various periods according to transformations in Iran’s so-
cio_political structure, leading this social group to redefine and strengthen their base of influence and
governance. This study addresses the question: Considering a comparative analysis of the governance
of Shiite scholars during the Safavid and Qajar periods, what changes occurred in their position and
discourse to reinforce their governance? By applying historical and comparative analyses, this pa_
per claims that Shiite scholars in the Safavid era achieved “institutional” governance through closer
relations with the government, establishing themselves within a coherent “structure.” This structure
defined their role within the governance framework and enabled them to perform “governance func_
tions.” In the Qajar era, the clergy strengthened their “social” governance by redefining their position,
establishing independence from the government, and aligning more closely with social forces. Their
discourse shifted from maximum cooperation with the government to a “confrontation_interaction”
approach. Consequently, the relatively weak “confrontational” tendency of the Safavid period became
significantly prominent during the Constitutional Revolution. Findings indicate that Shiite scholars
successfully compelled fundamental changes in the governmental structure and led the movement

against the monarchy’s unlimited authority during the Constitutional Revolution.

Keywords: Shiite Scholars, Safavids, Qajar, Socio_Political Situation.

1. Associate Professor, Department of Political History, Iranian History Research Institute, Institute of Humanities and Cultural
Studies, Tehran, Iran (Corresponding Author)
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The Role and Status of Oath in the Social History
of Antique Elam Civilization

Neda Eyalvar' , Bagher Ali Adelfar’ , Mina Pirdehghan®

Abstract

Scholars believe that the practice of swearing oaths reflects the ancient custom of ordalie, used his-
torically to determine truth between claimants and defendants. In ancient Iran and elsewhere in the
ancient world, such methods were known by various terms, including Var, Ilonro, Diviya, and Ordalie.
In Elamite history, oaths were practiced through specific titles and methods; however, the degree to

which Elamites adhered to their oaths or faced penalties for breaking them remains unclear. By exam_

I Volume 8, Issue 4, Serial Number 25, Winter 2025

ining these oaths, we can uncover symbols, beliefs, and moral, religious, political, and social values
within Elamite society. Thus, analyzing oaths can reveal significant cultural and societal dynamics.
This study aims to examine the cultural, social, and legal significance of oaths in ancient Elamite civ_
ilization. Findings indicate that oral and practical oaths initially had religious and legal foundations,

gradually expanding into broader social, cultural, and political spheres.

Keywords: Antique Elam, Oath, Mamitu, Ordalie, Mesopotamia, Inshushinak
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Qazvin, Iran (Corresponding Author). VA
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Analysis and Examination of the Iranian_Mongol Legitimacy of the Timurid
Dynasty in the Historiographical Thought of Taj al_Salmani

Moslem Soleimanian' , Saeed Kazem Beigi’

Abstract

The Iranian_Mongol legitimacy of the Timurid dynasty involved not merely a change of ruling author_
ity but a comprehensive orientation shift. One immediate consequence of this event was the revival
of Iranian identity within its distinct geographical domain. Despite vast and diverse territories, this
process reflected the grandeur of Iran’s past empires. This transformation provided the new conquer-
ors with an opportunity to acknowledge and assimilate this identity, simultaneously reinforcing the
identity and self_awareness of Iranians. Consequently, preserving and consolidating sovereignty, con-
fronting crises arising from power instability, and overcoming legitimacy challenges became primary
concerns for the Timurids. The present study aims to investigate the legitimacy criteria of the Timurid
dynasty within the historiographical thought of Taj al_Salmani. Utilizing content analysis, the research
concludes that Timurid_era dynastic historiography was deeply influenced by ruling power. In Timu-
rid society, the princes’ significant need for legitimacy distinguished historiography of this period
from other historical eras. Within this political and social context, the principal motivation was the
legitimacy sought through historiography, deeply connected to the Iranian cultural view of rulership,
traditionally seen as essential to legitimizing power.

Keywords: Iranian-Mongol legitimacy, Timorid dynasty, Historiographical thought, Taj al_Salmani

1. Associate Professor, Department of History, Seyyid Jamal al_Din al_Afghani University. Hamedan.Iran. (Corresponding
Author).

.’. P ‘ 2.‘Master’s graduate in History, University of Ilam, Faculty of Literature, Ilam, Iran.



“Iranians” in the view of “Others”Case study: Ancient Period

Faezeh Aghighi'

Abstract

To understand any nation, examining two areas is necessary: first, “the nation’s image of itself,” and
second, “the view of others or foreigners towards them.” Although the people of each society are
aware of their inner layers of “self,” there are details and nuances visible only through the eyes of the
“other,” which cannot be overlooked, as they can significantly influence the overall understanding of
that society. This article aims to analyze prominent themes reflected in the portrayal of “Iranians in
the ancient period” within the writings of contemporary foreign historians and travelers. The reviewed
documents belong to ancient Greek and Roman authors such as Herodotus, Xenophon, Plutarch,
Procopius, Strabo, Ammianus Marcellinus, Aeschylus, among others. The reflected image of Iranians
involves traditions, characteristics, customs, and habits. Utilizing qualitative research methods and
thematic analysis, findings indicate that ancient Greek and Roman authors predominantly focused on
Iranian traditions, customs, characteristics, and habits. Each author’s perspective varied according to
their occupational position and intellectual context.

Keywords: Iranians, Greeks, Romans, Ancient, Habits, Behavior, Look of Others.

1. PhD in Iranology, Department of Iranology, Shahid Beheshti University, Researcher of Iranology Foundation, Tehran,

Iran.
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Gahan: Continuity of Iranian Religious Tradition or Break from It
(A Study of the Perspectives of Western Iranologists)

Samane Feyzi'

Abstract

Zoroastrian religious tradition is integral to Iranology, as preserving Iran’s intellectual, philosophi-
cal, and cultural roots depends upon maintaining connections to these traditions. Among Zoroastrian
religious texts, the Gahan holds a unique status, constituting the core of these texts. Linguistic and
historical studies reveal notable differences in language and content between the Gahan and other
parts of the Avesta, leading many researchers to consider it as containing Zoroaster’s own words.
This raises the question: does Zoroaster’s message in the Gahan represent continuity with contem-
porary religious tradition, or is it fundamentally new? Western Iranologists have provided diverse
answers to this question. Employing qualitative content analysis, the present article categorizes and
systematically outlines the responses of ten prominent 20th_century Western Iranologists. The anal-
ysis demonstrates that these varied perspectives can be grouped into two categories: continuity or
break with the religious tradition contemporary to Zoroaster. Criteria for identifying the first group
(break) include conceptual innovation in the Gahan, changes in religious and ethical systems, and
influences from socio_political conditions, whereas the second group (continuity) emphasizes a lack
of innovation, structural and conceptual similarities with preceding traditions, and the elaboration of
existing concepts. This categorization can guide future research on the Gahan, providing a framework
for its analysis.

Keywords: Gahan, Zoroaster, Ancient Iran, Religious Identity, Break, Connection.
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Local Conflicts in the Context of Iranian Culture and Society
(Case Study of the Owbaja Rite in Sheshtamad _Khorasan Razavi)

Hossein Ghodrati' , Mosareza Gharbi?

Abstract

The question of whether Iranians are participative or not has been an important issue in rural studies
during the past half_century. While some studies, by highlighting local conflicts in Iranian society,
portray Iranians as inexperienced in collective and group cooperation, others, drawing upon field
evidence, emphasize consensual aspects within Iran’s rural communities. Accepting the existence of
conflict in Iranian rural society, the present study seeks to understand how cultural mechanisms man_
age and control conflicts. Within this framework, by examining a water_management rite in Khorasan
Razavi, the study aims to demonstrate how conflicts and tensions are managed and resolved in the
context of Iranian culture. Inspired by theoretical insights from anthropology and employing qualita_
tive methodology, the findings analyze the studied rite as a mediating context situated amidst political
circumstances. According to the results, despite local conflicts and tensions, Iranian society has his_
torically maintained social solidarity and stability through reliance on cultural and ritual mechanisms.

Keywords: Ritual, Traditional Water Management, Local Conflicts, Social Power, Anthropology of
Conflict, Sheshtamd.
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