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Representation of Folklore Elements in Iranian Experimental Short Animation: A Case
Study of the Works of Mahin Joveirahian

Zahra Kiani',Mohammad_Ali Sofoora’

Abstract

Folklore literature is one of the most important sources for the reproduction of cultural identity in con_
temporary media. In recent decades, Iranian experimental short animation has become a platform for
the re_creation of folk culture elements. The main question of this study is to examine how elements
of folklore literature are represented in Iranian experimental short animation, with a particular focus
on the works of Mahin Joveirahian. This research adopts a qualitative approach and employs semi_-
otic analysis alongside Stuart Hall’s theory of representation to examine three works: Baroon Miad
Jarjar, Zar Zari Kakol Zari, and Yeki Bood Yeki Nabood. The findings indicate that these works are
not merely reflections of folklore but actively reconstruct and reconfigure it within an aesthetic and
media_based framework. The use of fantasy elements, exaggeration, anthropomorphism, folk music,
vernacular architecture, and traditional narrative patterns contributes to the formation of a reimagined
cultural world in which folklore functions as an intergenerational and identity_forming resource. This
study demonstrates that experimental short animation can function as an active medium in the produc_

tion and reproduction of cultural meaning and identity.

Keywords: representation, folklore literature, experimental short animation, Mahin Joveirahian, cul_
tural studies
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Representation Analysis of Food Culture in Persian Articles on Yalda Night

Kiomars Moladoust', Masoumeh Shirzad Merkavi?

Abstract

Yalda Night, as one of the oldest Iranian rituals, in addition to its mythological and identity_related
dimensions, encompasses significant components of material culture, particularly food culture. De_
spite the central role of food and beverages in the performance of this ritual, the manner in which this
component is represented in Persian academic research has not yet been independently and systemati-
cally examined. The main problem of the present study is to analyze how and to what extent scholarly
works address the food culture of Yalda Night, and to identify existing gaps and biases in this rep_-
resentation. This research adopts a qualitative approach and employs documentary content analysis
to examine 22 academic articles published on Yalda between 1972 and 2024. The findings indicate
that although a considerable number of studies refer to foods such as watermelon, pomegranate, and
nuts, such representations are generally list-based and symbolic in nature, lacking a contextualized
analysis of food culture as a social, economic, and interactive phenomenon. Moreover, regional di-
versity, cooking practices, serving structures, and beverage cultures have largely been neglected in
the majority of the studies. The results demonstrate that the prevailing academic discourse reduces
the food practices of Yalda Night to a set of fixed symbols and remains distant from analyzing the cul-
tural dynamics and contemporary transformations of these practices. Accordingly, the development
of an interdisciplinary approach in ritual and food studies may contribute to a more comprehensive

re_reading of this cultural tradition.

Keywords: Yalda Night, food culture, content analysis, Iranian rituals, cultural representation.
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A Numismatic Study on the History of the Local Rulers of the Banu Firuzan in the
Fourth Century AH

Seyed Masoud Shahmoradi', Masoud Bayat?

Abstract

The Banu Firuzan ruled over parts of Tabaristan and Qumis during the fourth century AH. The in_
scriptions found on Firuzani coins indicate their dominance over Tabaristan and Qumis, as well as
their subordination to the Buyid dynasty. An examination of the names of Buyid rulers engraved
on Firuzani coinage suggests the allegiance of Hasan ibn Firuzan to Rukn al_.Dawla and highlights
the role of his descendants in the power struggles between Fakhr al_Dawla and Adud al_-Dawla. The
central problem of this study is to reconstruct the history of these local rulers based on numismatic
evidence. Accordingly, the inscriptions on the coins minted under Hasan ibn Firuzan and his sons
(Nasr, Firuzan, and Lashkarzad) are analyzed, and the results are supplemented with accounts from
historical sources. The significance of this research lies in the fact that the history of the Firuzanids
has received comparatively little scholarly attention in relation to other local dynasties of the same
period. This study adopts a descriptive_analytical approach based on numismatic evidence. Notably,
due to the absence of Lashkarzad’s name in historical chronicles, the coins minted under his authority
serve as crucial evidence of his political presence and activity during this period. Like the Buyids, the
Banu Firuzan did not explicitly express their religious affiliations on their coin inscriptions.

Keywords:local history, Banu Firuzan, Buyids, numismatics, coinage, Tabaristan, Qumis.
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The Political Wisdom of Kalila wa Dimna:
The Bitter Medicine of Counsel Blended with the Honey of Narrative

Seyyed Mohammad Saeed Shojaei’

Abstract

Kalila wa Dimna by Nasrallah Monshi is one of the most significant mirrors_for_princes texts of
medieval Iran. Through allegorical narratives, it presents a complex representation of power relations
and mechanisms of governance. The central question of this study is whether Kalila wa Dimna merely
continues the tradition of advice literature and functions as a theoretical support for the sacred legit-
imation of political authority, or whether it offers, in its deeper layers, a form of rational rethinking
of politics. Using a textual analysis approach situated within its historical context, and drawing on a
conceptual reading of themes such as reason, justice, obedience, fortune, and expediency, this arti_
cle demonstrates that while Kalila wa Dimna remains faithful to the structural framework of advice
literature, it simultaneously produces a shift in the foundation of political legitimacy. In this text,
the endurance of kingship is not grounded in the ruler’s piety, but rather in efficiency, prudence, and
practical reason. Accordingly, Kalila wa Dimna can be regarded as an important stage in the gradual
secularization of Iranian political thought and in the transfer of legitimacy from a sacred horizon to
the domain of reason and human experience.

Keywords: : Kalila wa Dimna, political thought, mirrors_for_princes literature, practical reason, po-
litical legitimacy, medieval Iran.

1. PhD Graduate in Political Thought, Department of Political Science, Allameh Tabataba’i University, Tehran, Iran.
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An Examination of the Tenth Chapter of the Kephalaia of the Teacher:
“An Exposition of the Fourteen Great Aeons Mentioned by Seth in His Prayer”

Maryam Ghanei'

Abstract

The tenth chapter of the Kephalaia of the Teacher is among the texts that discuss the structure of the
fourteen Aeons and the position of Seth. This theological configuration shares certain characteristics
with the Sethian—Gnostic traditions known from the Nag Hammadi corpus, particularly The Three
Steles of Seth and the Gospel of the Egyptians. The central problem of this study is to investigate the
relationship between this structure and the Sethian Gnostic tradition, and to assess the degree of its
theological dependence, convergence, or parallel development. This research employs a comparative
textual_analysis method, examining the data of the tenth chapter of the Kephalaia alongside Man_
ichaean Coptic texts and Sethian treatises from Nag Hammadi. The findings indicate that although
there are conceptual similarities in the emanational pattern of the Aeons and in the soteriological
role attributed to Seth, this overlap does not necessarily imply direct borrowing. Instead, it may be
understood within the broader intellectual interactions that characterized the religious milieu of late
antique Egypt. On this basis, the fourteen_Aeon structure in the Kephalaia may be interpreted as a
Manichaean reworking of Gnostic concepts within a new doctrinal context.

Keywords: Kephalaia, Manichaeism, Seth, Aeon, Nag Hammadi, Gnosticism.
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An Analysis of the Symbol of the “Trinity” in the Ritual Traditions of Iran
and India
(Case Study: Mithraism and Hinduism)

Akram Pilehchian', Seyyed Hashem Hosseinior*
Abstract

This article presents a comparative study of the symbol of the Trinity in the two ancient religious tra_
ditions of Mithraism and Hinduism. The aim of this research is to examine the similarities and differ-
ences of this symbol within these two traditions, as well as to investigate the influence of Mithraism
on Hinduism. In this regard, the present study seeks to answer the following question: what similar_
ities and differences can be observed in the shared symbol of the “Trinity” between the traditions of
Mithraism and Hinduism? The findings indicate that both traditions employ the symbol of the Trinity
as a representation of supernatural forces and divinity. Mithraism primarily conceives the Trinity as a
symbol of the forces of nature, whereas Hinduism regards it as a symbol of the cycle of existence and
the various manifestations of divinity. Despite their apparent similarities, the symbol of the Trinity in
these two traditions reveals profound differences in terms of its nature, constituent deities, and their
respective roles. Furthermore, this study demonstrates that Hinduism absorbed significant influenc_
es from the Mithraic tradition, reflecting the cultural and religious exchanges between the ancient
civilizations of Iran and India. Using a descriptive_comparative research method and relying on li-
brary_based data collection, the present article offers a detailed examination of previous scholarship
and provides extensive explanations concerning Mithraism and Hinduism

Keywords: Mithraism, Hinduism, Trinity, symbol, Iran, India.
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